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Dear Steve,

We are currently worklng on a travel plan for the Knmas Dlstrlct. Our goal ls
to maLntaLn access where needed, but at the snme tlme we rtant to Lmprove
watershed condltlons wherever posslble. ThLs strnmer lte had several speclallsts
look at Paulsin Basln to help us develop some alternative lteys of deallng with
che wat6rshed problems there. AccordLng to the specl.allsts, the road up the
side of Hoyts Mountain ls creatLng the greatest watershed problens we have ln
the Basin. As you know, we have talked to you for several years about the need
to bring this road up to standard. Just thls spring we talked about a possible
partnership where we would furnlsh on the ground engineerlng help, lf you would
provide equipnent to accompllsh the needed work. I{e never got a response back
fron you on thl.s proposal .

ThLs fiscal year se have recelved dollars to begln work on the watershed in
Paulsln Basin. Rebulldlng the road up Hoyts ls not a prlorlty for the watershed
dollars, but lre cannot do any work tn the Basln wlthout stablllzlng the road
systen. We have developed several managenent options for the roads in Paulsin
Basin in conjunction with the current travel planning effort. Ttrese optlons
recognize the need you and others have to access this area, but other managenent
optLons reflect the need we have to stablLze the watershed. Currently we are
seeking publlc input on the plan and would l-ike to have a response fron you. I
w111 send you a copy of the predeclslonal environmental analysis report for your
review when it, is ready for publlc distrlbution.

Currently I arn leaning toward stabllizing the road by putting ln deep trenches
to retain water and allowing on1-y ATV access. This would not preclude
rebuilding the road to Forest Standards should it be needed for logglng or
mining.

If we decide to llnit vehlcular access to ATV's, what does chls rnean for access
to your nining clains? Although the Mining Law guarantees access to unpatented
urining claims, such access is not necessarlly unllnited or unrestri.cted. We are
obligaced to nake sure that access is provided with the least inpact to surface
resources. Thus, Iou will have contlnued access but access wlll be keyed to Ehe

scope of the work.

The nature of work on the claims in the last few years has been llnited and has
required very lictle in the way of access. For the generally imperceptible work
that has been done, vehicular access \ilas not. needed except for convenience.



Horses, ATV, or foot would have provided adequate access. Thus if the Paulsln
Basin road is closed to all buc ATV vehicular traffic, Iou wilL need to use ATV
or other non-vehlcular means of access. If the time comes when you need road
access for drllling under an ,nended operating plan, we w111 work with you to
provide access consistent with the scope of the work you wlsh co do.

Your current operating plan calls for posslble drllLing. The plan, however, is
lnconpleEe and is really nore of a conceptual plan than a worklng plan. It
lacks the specific detail that we will need to evaLuate all the inpacts
associated wlth a drllling progran that requlres road access in a sensltive
watershed area.

When the time eomes that you want to begin drilling, your plan wLll have to be
amended to describe ln detail your operatlng tlnefrane, the type and amount of
disturbance necessary to nove the rig ln and conduct the drllling, and a
description of how you will restore road and drlII site disturbance. A copy of
the regulations governing operating plans ls enclosed.

Whether the road has travel restrictions or not, road reconstructLon and
rehabilltation will be your responsiblllty and must be part of the plan. Once
we have an adequate plan, we will work with you to ensure that your roadwork
will be done to standards which will prevent erosion and provlde the basis for
sound reclauratLon. Standards and nitigatlon neasures will cone fron an
Environmental Assessment of your proposal. We will require a bond ln the amount
calculated to rehabilitate any disturbance caused by drllling and access. The
bond is a guarantee that reclamation wil-l be compl-eCed.

Be assured thaE the Forest Service recognlzes
same tfune we are obligated to protect surface
access is conslstent with the scope of work.
this or wlsh to make comment, please feel free
Cal Baker at 783-4338.

Sincerely,

your right of access but at the
resources and make sure that
If you have any questions about
to \rrite us or contacc myself or

AA r3./*
MELISSA BI.ACKI.IELL
Distrlct Ranger
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